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The U. S. Army

Congn

e ragged Continentals or specialized field.

til] unique among those defense of the United States and such ot

>f civilian control of military to this country's safety. Recent eve

finances, exercised through shown that a nation fully equipped

f the Army are entrusted to i
rho have made the profession <

ommissions by graduation fro

iilitary Academy at West Point, by com-

lational Guard or the Organized Re-

mks. Their position in civilian life has

tion independent state than ot
the thought

i amended in 1941.



The U.S. Army (Continued)
Regular Army or permanen
force. the National Guard or si
and the Organized Reserves or civil

who have had military training. The

1940) into K r a i Servtce*Und«r the'

and trained as they are needed by the Army
in order to bring all units to full strength.

The United States has never maintained
a huge Army. However, as the present war

the beginning of 1942,

ie Army was 1,700,000 n
•each 4,500.000 by the en.



Cap CommFSSi• ned Officer
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Cap and Lapel h
(For details see page 10)



Army Organization
it General, who is

-a Chain of Command from the high
._ the Chief

;, divided

been devised to distinguish 11

Reorganization of the War Departm
shortly after our entrance into the i
divided all forces into three command
Army Air Forces, Army Ground For.
and Services of Supply, each headed

its important f unc-
:G-1 (personnel),

2 (intelligence), G-3 (operations and
lining), &4 (supply), and the War

The heads of the three Army comm
and other high commanders have their
staff officers and special troops for ej

their commanders; t



The Army's Chain of Command



The Army's Chain of Command

. StaR and Special Troop.

. . . . Special Troops

,1 unit having fechdccri

if Supply, end ihe Sens ml



Arms and Services
Insignia and Functions

tyof m es the sav-

have specialized training. Thus, certain ex-
perience and skill may mean higher grade
and pay for soldiers having them, the same
as in civilian life, where special qualin'
cations mean advancement. The Army
provides education and training for men
wishing to qualify for specialists' ratings.

The Army divides its branches into the

which are the administrative, technical,
and supply units. However, the distinctions
between them are often sketchy, since in

miscellaneous branches of
:hnically included in either

Services.

le U. S. Military Academy at

pels, or shirt collars when the
«wn, officers wear the blocked



Insignia of U.S. Army Commands



Arms and Services {

sabers of the Cavalry, the flaming s

Corps, Enlisted men's branch insigi
superimposed on gold-colored discs.

i* handled. When m
"U.S." of er

above or'beiow the insignia.

Each Arm and Service has colors, wor
in the cord of the service hat. Most of tV
insignia shown on the following pages ai

left side of the shirt collar when the coat

the left breast. Insignia of th
Commands (p. 11) are dot

ilder patches.

op/,—Under the rcorgat



Insignia of Arms and Services—Plate I



ind Services ifontinued)

igne, a circle with
bands of blue, white and red (p. 11).
Army AW Forces-A blue circular back-
ground with gold wings and a white star
with a red hall in the center (p. 111. Al-
though the red ball has been drop

Parachute Troopf—Not really a separate
Arm, these specially trained troops con-
stitute a part of the Infantry. Tbey are
dropped in enemy territory by paradiute
to destroy or seize vital buildings and

enemy's defense and pave the way for other
U. S. troops. Weapons: Rifle, pistol, ma-

.yAirFori

ARMS
Infantry—Basic unit of the Army; Mis-
sion is to win and keep ground. Weapons:
Rifle, bayonet, machine gun, mcrtar, 37
mm. gun. Color: Light blue. Insigne:

lejt I
ne gun. In

5, according to the terrain. Seizes
iry for the Infantry, or raids enemy

Mil-tank gun. Color'.-"yellow. /«-



Insignia of Arms and Services—Plate II



Field Artillery—Function is
way tor Infantry or Cavalry,
ground, by shelling the enemy. Weapon:
Cannon, Color: Scarlet. Insigne: Crossed

id Services Continued)
clear the Armored Force—Comb;

es and seize territory.

at Artillery Corps—Function is defense
and cannon. Insigne: Tank, the same as

formerly used by the Tank Corps ex-
cept that the crossed rifles have been elim-
inated. Color: Green and white, (p. 13).
Air Parcel—Actually, a long-distance pro-
jection of the functions of Cavalry and

Cillery — shelling (bombing), scouting
Crossed cannon with shell in center (p.
13). Men of the important Army Mine
Planter Service wear insignia which are and raiding. Weapons: Bomb, machine
the same as those worn in the Coast Artil- gun, light cannon. Color: Ultramarine blue
lery, with the addition of a mine case in the and golden orange. Iasigne: Wings and
lower angle of the crossed cannon. War- propeller (p. 15).
rant Officers of this Service wear insignia Aviation badges, worn on the left breast,
of grade somewhat different from those of denote the particular duty of the wearer,
other Warrant Officers. as follm



Insignia of Arms and Services—Plate III



about 3% indies from tip tc

Senior Pilot—The same as for command
pilot without the wreath encircling the
star (p. IS).
Pilot—The same as for senior pilot except
that the star is also eliminated, showing
only wings and shield (p. 15).
Bombardier—At the center of the wings,
a drop bomb, point down, superimposed on
a circular target (p. 15). Navigators wear
similar badges, with an artillery sphere
centered between the wings.

vices [Continued)
Balloon Pilot—Silver wing

with the loon at the c.

letter "O" at the ci

IS]

r (p. 15).

r (p. 7 ) .

above

Balloon Observer—Sih
letter "O" superimposed on tf
the center of the wings, (p. 1'
Saner Balloon Pilot—Same
loon pilot with (he addition of
the balloon (p. 17).
Technical Observer—The letter "0" in

Glider Pilot—Al the center of the wings,
the letter "G" in relief against the shield
of the United States (p. 17). (Service
pilots and Liaison pilots wear the same
badges, but with the letters "S" and "I."
on the shields).
Flight Svrgeon—Silver wings with the



Insignia of Arms and Services—PI:



Arms and Services [Contmut

SERVICES
Medical Department—I
Army's health and the ca

men add the following le
tie: D(Dental), V(Vet
mioistrative), NINursi
Corps), (p. 19).
Signel Cor pi—Mission i
operali

s. Wea,

m nunilion. Color: Crimson a.

and key (p. 19).

n Warfare—Has charge oi prep-

reens. and the development of

m licy has be?n not to use poison-





Arms and Services {Continued)

o. Color: Cobalt blue

Judge Adrotati General — Acts as
Army's legal department. Color: T.
blue and light blue. Iniigne: Pen
sword crossed on a wreath (p.21).

H Army units for effi-
ciency and discipline. Color: Dark blue and
white. liisigne: Crossed sword and fasces

Corps of Chaplains—Christian and Jewish

men. Color: Black. Insignia (Ckrtitim);

Silve ihj: Hot,
slar of David (p.21).

finance Department—Has charge of all
Army finances including pay. Color: Sil-
ver gray and golden yellow. Insigne: Dia-
mond (p. 21).
MISCELLANEOUS
Military Polio—Duties are to maintain
order wherever members of the armed
forces may be- lusigne: Crossed pistols
(p. 21).
General Staff Officer,—Advise and assist

they are attached. Color: Gold and black.
Insigne: the national coat of arms on a
silver star (p. 23).



Insignia of Arms and Services—Plate VI



Arms and Services Continued)
National Guard Bureau — Color: Dark
blue, fasigne: An eagle crossed with fasces,
all of gold (p. 23).
Band Offiter—Wtars an insigne consist-
ing of a lyre, or harp. Members of the U. S.
Army Band wear the letters "U.S." super-
imposed on the lyre (p.23).
Military Inlilligence—Mission is to obtain
information about the enemy and his ac-
tivities, and to be of help in Army public
relations. Color: Golden yellow and violet.

« blue Insigne: A shield bearing a sphinx. This
field contains stars the number of which insigne is not pictured because it is no long-
depends upon the rank of the general er worn by members of Army Intelligence
served. Brigadier General—1 star, Major since, in wartime, it too readily reveals the
General—2 stars, Lieutenant General—3 identity and purposes of the wearer. Many
stars. General—4 stars (p. 23). officers have adopted fhe Infantry insigne.

Service, Insigne: the coat of arms of the
United States enclosed within a ring
(P. 23).

Adjutant General —- Administrative and
"paper work" unit of the Array. Color:
Dark blue. Insigne: Shield in the national
colors (p.21).

Generals Aide—Officers serving as aides
to generals wear insignia consisting of a
shield and an eagle. The shield has 13 vi



Insignia of Service Commands
(See explanation on pages 16-28)



Insignia of Army Units

e Army expands used durini

i designed by the Vt

i. Examples of a
ps had a chameleon for it!
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Insignia of the Armit



signia of Army Units [Continued]
g General, Serv-

f th d i
ing under the Commandin
ices of Supply, have charg e adm
istration and housekeeping of all troops in
their geographical areas. They supervise
the Army camps and posts, service the
troops with supplies and equipment, and in-
duct the new selectees. (Insignia on p. 25.) '

The Fiist Service Command, with head-
quarters at Boston, consists of Maine, New
Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Con-
ecticut, and Rhode Island. The Second

i C d ih hd

olina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Ten-
nessee, and Mississippi. The Fifth Service
Command is based at Columbus, Ohio, and
covers West Virginia, Ohio, Kentucky,
and Indiana. The Sixth Service Command,
with headquarters at Chicago, embraces
Illinois, Wisconsin, and Michigan. The
Seventh Service Command, based at Oma-
ha, consists of Wyoming, North and South
Dakota, Minnesota, Iowa, Nebraska,
K M i i and Colorado. The, e Secod , ,

Service Command, with headquarters at Eighth Service Command, with headquar-
sey, and Delaware. The Third Service Oklahoma, New Mexico, Arkansas, and
Command, with headquarters at Baltimore, Louisiana. The Ninth Service Command
covers Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, has headquarters at Fort Douglas, Utah,
and District of Columbia. The Fourth and covers California, Nevada, Utah, Mnn-
Service Command, with headquarters at tana, Idaho, Oregon, Washington, and Ari-
Atlanta, consists of North and South Car- lona. Alaska, garrisoned by the Alaska





Insignia of Army Units (Continued)
Defe se Force, lias been
Ninth Service Command.

There are Army Depart
Rico, Canal Zone. Hawaii, Philippines.

The General Headquarters Air Force,
combat and tactical unit of the Army Air

be dispatched to aid various ground forces
of the Army as the situation requires. Its
commandant is usually

The largest i f
- • • - -

to the between 65,000 and 90,000 men and is COT
manded by a Lieutenant General or

Puerto Major General. (See pages 29,31.) It
not to be confused with the former Cor
Areas or with certain branches of tl
Army, such as Signal Corps, Medic

and is
m consists of a? t 12,500 m

commanded by a Major Gene

ie Field .

The Infantry Division is the basic fighting
unit of any army. The new ''triangle" In-

of the fantry Division contains three Infantry
sists of and two Field Artillery Regiments, as well

as special troops, such as Quartermaster,between 200,000 and 400,000 m o ,
commanded by a General or a Lieutenant Medical, and Ordnance. Cavalry Divisions'
General. Present Army plans call " ' " . . . . . . .
Field Annies. (Insignia on p. 27.. . . _

An Army Corps, which is a body of men A Brigade cooUins from 5,000 to
by a

•o 6,500
Irigadier



Insignia of Army Corps—Plate II



Insignia of Army Units {Contin
General, and is used 1by the Infantry, Cav-

airy, Field Artillery, and Coast Artillery.
The corresponding Army Air Forces unit
is the Wing.

A Regimei
and 3,000 met

Army Air I

i, is com

Major.
•orces, 1

.contai.

d by a
capable

ations. In the Field

manded by a Colonel,

trresponding air unit

ts of from 300 to 800
ided by a Lieutenant

Battalions are called

is from 80 to 200 men,
Captain, and is the

of independent oper-
Anillery and Coast
ponding unit is the

Battery; in the Cavalry, the Troop; in the

. air, the Flight.
The Platoon, commanded by a First or

a Second Lieutenant, is the smallest unit
to be headed by a commissioned officer. It

contains from 40 to 60 men. The corres-

The Section, up to 25 men, is command-

ed by a Sergeant.

The Squad, the smallest unit of an Army,
consists of 12 men or less, and is com-
manded by a Corporal.

Armored Divisions have insignia similar

to that of the First Armored Corps (see p.

meral replaces the Corps Roman numeral.
The First Cavalry Division insigne consists

of a yellow shield, with a black diagonal
bar, and a black profile of a horse's head.



Insignia of the Divisions—Plate I



Insignia of the Divisions—Plate II

/ AT



Insignia of the Divisions—Plate III



Insignia of the Divisions—VlM IV



Itisignza of the Divisions—Plate V





Imigtiia of the Din,iom—V\zK VII



Insignia of the Divisions—Plate VIII



Insignia of the Divisions—Plate IX





Intignia of the Divisions—Plate XI



trial Unit Insignia—Plate



Special Unit Insignia—-Plate II

a W



Special Unit Insignia—Plate III



Insignia of Titles and Rank
MOST military titles are denied from
Latin, the language of ancient Rome For

"capuCor the "head" of a body of men

in place, "lieu," of the "captain. In ignia

In earlier days officers were di tin
guished by the gold braid and other hoMi
ness of their clothes. Epaulettes, three or
fnur colors, ribbons and brass buttons were

lance firearms, these brilliant outfits made

carded for less conspicuous markings.

The tars
theU b AT
worn by a Q
by a Lieutenant Coll

by Captains

Commissic

misioned offii

shoSder tor

and Li

lopted si

the aho

i. Warra

y General officers of

mel and Major have

eutenants have been
Mexican War. The

Hi-commissioned offi-

r their insignia on the

lapels and cap, plus
at 6).



•cers' Shoulder Insignia—Plate I

Q

if rank, worn by Commissioned Officers, higher rand to Ihe left.



Officers' Shoulder Insignia—Plate II

& I 31 O\ Ol

k, worn by Commissioned Officers, higher re



Chevrons of Non-Commissioned Officers



Army Brassards

General Staff—Bed band for a Division; blu
Corps, Service Command, or Department;
and Red for an Army; Blue, White, and E
Headquarters Field Forces and War Depai

I
COHHESPONDElfi| »Phoingraphers,



Army Decorations and Medals

ms and me
ccasions. W
n, a ribbon,

same color arrangement as thai

worn/amtaiatureoTl

If a member of the

adds a cluster of bron1

of different kinds, the '

'hen the
with the

civilian clothing is
ihe ribbon is pinned

Army dese

™oak leavi

'senior," or
i to the rigl

the order of merit and
Congressional Mvd

United States's hushes
al oj Hon
t decoration

"Tto' the
> medals

it. Med-

listed ir.

or. The
. Granl-

tinguished themselves

theca

£role

try and couragi
II of duty, in an

1 by Congress a

ile in the Army, dis-
at the risk of life, hv
:, above and beyond

nd presented by tlie
President. First awarded in I80Z.

Dis

persor

Dis,

thems
to thegreat

Sih

linguished Serv

themselves by

tinguished Servi

elves by highly

responsibly

ice Cross. Awarded

extraordinary hero-
i military operations

'« Medal. Awarded
my w<io distinguish

a^rettonnvXii"

;d oersons who have



Army Decorations and Medals {Continued)

cited is not sufficient to justify a mi
rd of the Congressional Medal of by ci
T the Distinguished Service Cross. Sil

who perform an exceptionally 01 va
cms act of extraordinary fidelity and :

itial service, rirst instituted by three

The Soldier's Med

iry aircraft, distinguish themselves

r badges are awarded officers and

rades. Marksman, Sharpshooter

ert, with Expert ranking the high-
each weapon in which the soldier

. . jr heroic action in peace time, the medal, on which is
The medal is bronze, on which is an eagle, of the weapon in which
with stars to the eagle's left and right. The three grades

ibbons of medals awarded for

:ipated during the last 50 years.



md Medals—Plate I



Decorations mid MaJals—Phte II



Decorations and Medals—Plate III
Service Ribbons

•mm II i II i
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Army Uniforms

from [hose of the enemy; second, because
the uniform helps to build the spirit or mo-
rale of an army. Early modern uniforms,

affairs, reflecting the more stately man-

nished.
U. S. Army uniform;

ly be prescribed by theL unit s comman-

ig clothes would be worn. Its base color

i worn, and gold braid, varying accord-

« uniform, of olive d
egulation in w

Luthorized for

-e of
tnblem.
where

Uniforms of omcers, c

look much alike, except for the shouk

Sam Browne belts developed from I
days when all oflicers wore swords. IT



Army Unifoi

10 longer purchased, A cloth

The field uniform is

s {Continued)

Other modifications ar

ous types of f ur-Iined headgear a

jed Ski tog! are i ued for man
urthern areas. There are other

and the insignia of their service,

icat Department badge, with an
the white collar- of their white

the Med-
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Index—Continued
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Index—Continued
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